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In the ancient world, 
the gods gave their 
wisdom to the child 
Usumgallu. Here, a new 
myth begins! 
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HUMANITY, 


‘ J TWOULD 

Nui EXPECT 

NO LESS 
OF MY 
CHILD. 


THEIR BEAUTY 
WILL TWIST THE 
FATES OF MANY. 


HEHE.. 
AFEARSOME 
CHL, TO BELIEVE 
YOU WERE ONLY 


JUST BORN! 


THEY'LL ECLIPSE 


ACLEVER 
EVEN THE WORKS 
OF DAEDALUS LITTLE FACE. 
AND ASCLEPIUS . 
ONE DAY. S 
\y BLESSED 
WITH THE WIT 
OF TWO GODS 
OF WISDOM. 
= 
*GYAA *NGYAA 
TBELIEVE 
YOU UNDER- 
STAND, 


) 


CREATED IN 


KNOW, I KNOW. J THIS. SPRING AT BUT 
RUT THE FAMILY ‘ CARU, USING THIS IS NOT 
RESEMBLANCE THE LAST ee YOUR TRUE 
NATURALLY MAKES GOD-SEED. acetone CHILD.-NOT 
THEM QUITE REMAIN IN HERMAPHRO- 
DARLING. THE WORLD. DITUS. 


AS YOUR 
CREATOR... 


THIS CHILD — 
STANDS ALONE = | 
\N THE CHASM 
BETWEEN [ 
HEAVEN AND sf _— 
EARTH. 


THIS CHILD IS 
NOT DIVINE 


a 


Sip RSE 


\MPOSSIBLE! 
TWO GODS 
DISAGREEING 


SOMETHING 
LONG VANISHED 


THIS WILL KEEP 
THE CHILD SAFE 


WITH THE MYTH 
AND HIDDEN. MAN REALM. Sane 


THEY CAN'T HAVE 
FOUND US. // 


}/ BuT..You 
{CAN NEVER 
BE TOO 
CAREFUL. 


THIS IS 
YOUR TRIBUTE 
FROM ME, 
THE SERPENT 
GOD. 


TOGETHER, 
USUMGALLU 
MEANS 


USUMGALLU. 


IBESTOW 
THIS NAME 
UPON YOU. 


THEIRHEAD ME MORE 


STEADY, OKAY! WORRIED! 


AND MAKE SURE 
IT’S NOT TOO 
COLD UP THERE, 
OR TOO HOT, 
OR. 


SOARING 
THROUGH 
THE SKY. 


TM THE PATRON 
OF THIEVES, 
FASTEST OF THE 
GODS, NAUGHT BUT 
ASHOOTING STAR 
TO THEIREYES. 


BLESSINGS 
UPON THE 


THE ARK 
AT THE 


YOU 
CAN'T LET 
THEM FIND 

YOU, YOU 
HEAR?! 


TWILL 
DELIVER THIS 
CHILD TO THAT 


WE CAN'T 
HAVE YOU 
FAINTING, 
SO DREAM 
FOR NOW. 


Vy 
Fey, IV Wiel, fr 


yp 


/, 


NO ONE CAN ‘sis 
TRESPASS ON WERE DID ‘a 
WOUNTNSR'S SHEER DY m 
PEAKWITHOUT Benn ADORABLE! 
THE ASSENT OF vied UKE A LITTLE 
Tuecops..  /N . ta NYMPH! 


WHAT 
SHALL WE 
DO, DEAR? 
T'MNOT 
EXACTLY 
BURSTING 
WITH MILK. 


THE GOATS? 
WOULD COW'S 
MILK FEED 


A 
f AWARD Tay 
acawsT eu, SM, 


PROBABLY. 


THISIS 
THE OLD 
LANGUAGE 


USUMGALLU. 
THE CHILD'S 


>{ INCREDIBLE... (- 


| MAYBE THS J 
HUMANS 


ISANYMPH 


~ re (QA 

(AOINK A 

wn TH ot 

shalt —% 

Wa // (7 ~ 
fig 


[|'B 
MANY tence Wee cee 
UY jy ae 


NC dsha i 
Wy, 


A ANANUY, 
Wil), 
NN) 


AN 
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4;\ 


TWANT TO 
HELP TOO. 


SS E —< 


IFYOU ve TWAS ONLY PLAY 
PLAY YOUR FLUTE : BLESSING THE 
T.CAN'T HERD THEM! <O2\ LITTLE ONES BORN 
THEIR WOOL NEEDS w/}\ THIS SPRING! 
TOBE SHORN! J 


On 


‘( 
¥ 


Ua 


We, il 


My 


YOU'RE NOT 7) 
GETTING 
AWAY THIS 
TIME! 


THE?! THAT'S 
CHEATING! 


MAKES GETTING 
ON AND OFF A 
CINCH TOO, T 

CAN MAKE SOME 

FOR YOU. 


\TSHOULD BE 
CHILLED BY NOW, 
SO WHY DON'T YOU 
GOGET IT FROM 
THE STREAM? 


TWAS rs 
THINKING SPRING. 
ABOUT MAKING 
YOU ASACRIFICE 
TO THE GOD OF 
FARMS AND 
FIELDS, 


099 


BUT 
THAT'S MEL 


THEYRE YEAH, 
GOOD FOR 
BRACING YOUR p> 
LecsSoyou | \ 
DONT GET 
THROWN 
OFF. 


PAN, T CAN OFFER 
‘YOU YOGURT WiTH 

THE POWER OF HONEY IF YOU HELP US. 
THEGOD OF HERD THE SHEEP. 


‘CUZ I WANT 
LOTS OF HONEY 
IN MY YOGURT! 


RANMA ALUAYS 
f RETURNS RUBRING 
ue HER BACK WHEN 


UL 
STRAIN HER 
BACK IF 
SHE'S NOT 
CAREFUL 


‘SHE'S FETCHED 
WATER. f 


War, ARE 


oD 
YOU MAKE 
THOSE? 


OH... 
AT'SA TOY ARK 


THE FLOW OF 
WATER TURNS THE 
PADDLE WHEELS, WHICH 
WIND UP THE STRING THAT 
PULLS THE ARK ALONG. 
(T'S A PRETTY SIMPLE 
MECHANISM. 


% (T'S GOING 
PADDLE FLOW IND. 
i 
WHEELS! MOVING 


UPSTREAM! 


Ty 
SACRIFICE T WANT YOUR 
SOME HELP WITH 
CHEESE SOMETHING. 
TO YOU AS 
THANKS. 


xt 


CHEESE! 


TGET IT! 
RUT T DON'T 
GET IT! 


JUST YOU 
WAIT! 


+*ZSHHHH 


Wty, 


pa \ 
/ i 


\F WE PULL NOW YOU 
THE AQUEDUCT TO DON'T HAVE TO GO 
THE SHEEP'S PEN, TO FETCH WATER 
THAT'LL MAKE THINGS ANYMORE. 
EVEN EASIER. 


WE MUST 
THANK YOU 
Two. 


7 AN. \ 
THIS CHILD, “ 
c, ISINDEED: 
* « GIFTED, BY 


ARE YOU 
Apoy? 


AGIRL? 


ANIMALS ARE. 
EITHER MALE 


JUST BECAUSE YOU 
HAVEN'T MET THEM 
DOESN'T MEAN THEY 
AREN'T AROUND, 
‘SOMEWHERE. 


THOUGH ALL WE 
CAN SEE ARE THE 
KIDS DANCING WITH 
BUTTERFLIES. 


GRANPAL 


THISSHOULD | 
MAKE WINTER 
CONSIDERABLY 
EASIER. 


WS STILL 
TOO SOON 
FOR YOU, 


USUN. 


YOU 
FIRST NEED TO 
BE ABLE TO DRAW 
A BOW, SO YOU CAN 
DEFEND AND FEED MOUNTAIN, 
YOURSELF. 


\F YOU ARE 
TO LEAVE THE 


THE SNOW 
PILING UP. 


LET'S GO 
HOME FOR 


a 


—_ mn. ’ ay \) 
neuf Ai AON ANA 


“WEEN ay 


{\ 
<A 


SNOT Gass 


ad 
This isa work of fiction, 
There is no relation to any real pers 


aati ah) 


GET OUT 


= em) ae : 
\ WOWLY 


ee, 


= 
S 
S 


My \ 7 SS 


OTHER THIN Zi 
GRANPA AND 


Iwi 


WHAT'S UP, 


DID YOU 
| BRING DOWN 
4)\ YOUR PREY? 


YOUR GRANPA 
SELLS ‘EM 
WOOL IN THE 
SPRING. 


THE BRATS WHO 
HANG AROUND 
My FOREST. 


THERE'S NOT A 
=} LOT OF BLOOD, 
SO (T SEEMS TO 


‘SULFUR 


DISSOLVED 
IN BUTTER. 


yp _USUMBALLU, 
2 


(SD. rrirsaricit, 

Ss CAN WE SEE THAT 

ANY) THING ON YOUR 
BACK? 


COUPLE LIVING UP 
THERE, GUARDING 
THE MOUNTAIN. 
AND THE MAN 
SELLS WOOL IN 
SPRING... 


T'MKIRTA. 
KIRTA OF TAS! 
IM VILLAGE. 
USUM. 


\} USUMGALLU 


ELDER SAYS 
IT'SSACRED 
GROUND, AND THOSE 


WHO TRESPASS WILL. 


RECEWE DWINE 
PUNISHMENT... 


IT'SALOT 
BULKIER THAN 


IT'S REALLY 
‘SHORT, BUT THE 
LIMBS ARE MADE UP 
OF THREE PIECES 
BOUND TOGETHER. 
HOW DO YOu 
DRAW THIS? 


rponTsee \A\ Y/R 
YOUAMINGATA \/)f A\ \\ 


MOVING TARGET LIKE -7"*°, 
THAT, THOUGH. 


Xs 


YOU HOOK 
THE BOWSTRING, 
PUT YOUR FOOT 
THROUGH THE 
LOOP, AND... 


‘SAY WATE 
ENOUGH OF YOUR 


YOUR LEGS 
ARE MUCH L : : Z , 
STRONGER a Nal z = ; V meres \b 5 
THAN YOUR |.) , Z ‘ g ATRICK 

ARMS. > e Z TOW. vi 


AAA 
IY i 


i, . WW 
Qn ji Net | rt 
\ x Wil Y A \ it \ Z HAVE TO THINK 
Zs fe TN USA ABOUT KEEPING 
y wd EN — } THE BOW DRAWN, 
— YOU CAN FOCUS 
COMPLETELY 
ON YOUR AIM. 


SQUEEZE THIS 
BUMP, AND... 


\T STRUCK 
THIS DEEP INTO A 
HEALTHY TREE! 


AND IF YOU 
RUN OUT OF ARROWS, 
YOU CAN EVEN NOCK A 
PEBBLE AND STILL FIRE 
‘T WITH A GENTLE 


caness..ow.. Pgs 
CROSSBOW, HUH. oy ~ vid 
AVZEART, 


iy 


ar 
on 


(ONAVE THS SPREAD ALL 


wee GN OMIT NA 
( ; NAAM PAD) 


UVa 
Nn) 


TIME THISWITA — YOULLUAYE 
y ‘ YOU.THELENGTH TOGET YOUR 
aoe ANDWEIGHT..AND _ OWN ARROWS, 
, THE WAY THEY'RE THOUGH, I DON'T 
USUMGALLU! FLETCHED IT’S HAVEENQUGH 


THE WAGON IS JU c 

OUTSDE TE MLAE, BUT YOURE eZ \ / ARE YOU 

THEFOUROFUSWLL [| THE ONE WHO \ / SURE ABOUT 
HAVE TO DRAGIT BROUGHT IT = y HANDING 


THERE SOMEHOW... THIS OVER 
TOUS? 


PAN AND 
TCAN'T 
CARRY IT. 


WS 
1S AWKWARD, 
EVEN BEYOND 
ASKING YOU TO 
MAKE BOWS. 
FOR US. 


CERTAINLY 
LOOKS LIKE 
AGOD'S 
THRONE. 


WE THANK 
YOU FOR 
THIS GREAT 


AND THAT 
NO ONE BIG ONE, 


PLEASE! 


USUMGALLU... 


7) SACRIFICE, 
il HOH. 


BOUNTIFUL 
HARVESTS. 


WE OFFER 
THE HEAD OF 
AWILD BOAR, 

THE FIRST SLAIN 
BY OUR OWN 


SUKRITESB, 
‘SON OF 


NISIR, 


IN FRONT 
OF THE GOD'S. 
THRONE. 


Wf I THOUGHT 

| THEY WERE A 
FOREST SPIRIT 

% AT FIRST. 


1D : THERE ARE DID YOU KNOW? 
PREFER A | sounnyor TOTHE WEST THERE'S 
GODDESS Z > THOSE THS GODDESS OF THE 
OFTHE Ze — HUNT CALLED ARTEMSS, 
WATT! ( i‘, \ AREAL LOOKER 
in 
THAT USOM 
MIGHT BE ABEAUTIFUL, 
AN AVATAR eae ie 
OF ARTEMIS (as 
FORALL a 
WE KNOB. 


HER LEGS- 
‘THAT'T LE 10 Et 


Sp ptcay THE AVATAR 
AND SHE ISA g OF A GODDESS... 

FINE YOUNG LASS, , wr oe BUT HE'S A GUY? 
SUSTMEN FOR r ARE YOU in PON T SUMMON THE 
GODDESS! I$ YOUR ON ABOUT? OYE eas 

: y/ NO MATTER 

2 
EYESIGHT GOING? teaea 
LOOK AT IT, 
SHE'S 


AGIRL! 


Yo! KIRTA, 
WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 


OF COURSE 
‘SHE WOULD! YOUNG LAD, 
SHE'S A GIRL YOU MEAN! 
OUT HUNTING HE TALKED 
BY HERSELF IN UKE A GUY. 
THEWOODS! | 


\e 


BOY, GIRL, DOESN'T 


GOD, OR MATTER TO 
WHATEVER ME, THEY'RE 
THEY MAKING US 
MAY BE. THOSE 


CROSSBOWS. 


‘MAKING FOUR TOO NICE 
OF THOSE THINGS FOR YOUR 
A WILLBEREAL TOUGH, OWN GOOD, 
AND YOU GAVE: USUM. 
OP PIGGY. ‘ 


THEY WERE... 
ABOUT 
MY HEIGHT, 
ALL FOUR OF 
THEM. BOYS, 
RIGHT? 


RUGGED 
AND 
STRONG. 


LET'S GE 
IT ANOTHER GO 
BEFORE THE 
‘SUNSETS. WE 
MIGHT FIND. 


| 
THE TAS! i : 


VILLAGE 
s CHILDREN... 


eel 


i hi 


{T'S GOOD 
THAT YOU'RE 
MAKING 
‘\ FRIENDS YOUR 


| THEM Bows 
LIKE MINE. 


] f O4, NEVER 
/°FF npovstw | = 
2) MYMIND.. NS 


BE 
CAREFUL 
WHO YOU 
TALK TO 


THERE |S 
NO ONE ELSE 
LIKE YOU, 
ANYWHERE. 


ABOUT 
YOUR BODY. 


— PEOPLE DO 
Roses NOT EASILY 
DIFFERENT ACCEPT 


FROM 


SOMETIMES THEY 

DRIVE OTHERS AWAY, 

WITH STICKS AND 
STONES. 


WE'RE GOING TO 
BED. DON'T STAY UP 
TOO LATE, NOW. 


\F YOU FORM 
ABOND WITH DON'T 
SOMEONE, AND YOU LOOK So 
REALLY TRUST THEM, GLUM. 
WELL, YOU CAN CROSS 
THAT BRIDGE WHEN 
YOU GET TOIT. 


STAYING 


BURSTING 
FROM 
THE FLAMES, 
IT'S THE 
“HEARTH 
LADY"— 


TSENSE 
GODLINESS 
EMANATING 
FROM THIS 


THE 
“| AS THERE SACRED GROUND = AND THIS 
SOMETHING OF AN ANCIENT MYTH, PLACE, 
TOIT? FAR FRON SIGHT. 


TLLHOLD 
YOU CLOSE. 


Wn 


Mig 
iit SSS AS 
NUP j 


THIS ONE LOOKS, 
DIFFERENT. 
THERE ARE TWO 
SETS OF LIMBS. 


4] IMADEIT AS 
pf AN EXPERIMENT. 


5 TCAN FIRE FIVE 


ARROWS AT 


>| ONCE, BUT IT'S 


PRETTY HEAVY 


| ASARESULT. 


SS, ee au Ay 
Wwe Tt] Ni iil; 


WIE HAD THT! 
I Ne) )) a Ws 
rsa y ie) \S v wWATURAL2 
THANKS TO THE SB Wi ) 


CROSSBO' HM 
Ww! ie 
Zs Ds i itor 


Ww mi 


ere 
SATA. 
WV. 
gm 
FINDS 
\ 


MN Wai Wit 
hy he iu . 


WORTH IT. 


ae 


_ FIRST KILL 


GOESTO / 


USUM! 


\F YOU LIKE 
THEM THAT 


WE'LL 
REPAY THIS 
DEBT TWICE 

OVER! 


WE'LL PUT 
THEM TO 
GOOD USE! 


THEN LET'S 
PUT THESE 
CROSSBOWS TO 
THE TEST! 


AN 


RESO 


WE NIMBLE 
KIDS HAVE THE. 
ADVANTAGE OVER 
LUMBERING ADULTS 
‘WHEN ITCOMES TO 
j RUNNING THROUGH 
‘THE FOREST! 


THEY'RE 
XZ CORNERED! 


1 ae 
Lee) RILKL, : DN O 
LAC sce, LSI) WOT THE 
, * 2 INK pfs HOUNDS! 


a/c WEEN |] 


IVAN NUNS it 
DANNY rest KL oF . 
Den . THE SEASON 1 
(By iA GOES TO | 


‘(a TH A TEMP HOH, ANN 
Foul } AS 


— NS 
\ 


LN 


\ 
A 
@ THANKS! AND CONGRATU- \ =~ 


8) \\) THANKYOU, LATIONS. 
FOR THIS! 


7 tet We TDONT = WW 
THE JERKS on S| THINK CAN As 
'N THE VILLAGE ae TWH NCTE é 
) WONTBE = vy - 
ABLE TO CALL df 


THIS ONE 7 
A FLUKE! “h 


Ny 


tf 


) 
i *GRWLLL oe | 


}. 


# Sek 


ge A ig 
| 


Wy 
we ie, 


eae 
it 


if 


WE DIDN'T 
WERE THEY DRIVE OUR PREY THIS IS NOCK YOUR 
JUST WAITING — INTOACORNER, BAD... WERE ARROWS, 
FOR THEIR WEBACKED SURROUNDED! . EVERYONE! 
CHANCE...2! OURSELVES. y 


QEALLY», DON'T WORRY, 

HE'S THE GOD OF PAN CAN SUBDUE 
SHEPHERDS (LOL), ANY BEAST WITH 
HIS FLUTE. 


EP WAM LEAL 
XY s } 


Soe 9 @ 


B- BUT WE HAVE A ‘ 
WATERFALL AT OUR BACK, DONT SHOOT ALL AT 
AND NOWHERE TO RUN. ONCE! IN TWOS! DON'T 
GIVE THEM AN OPENING 
TO POUNCE AT US! 


WOLVES NIBBLE 
ONHIM. 


USUMGALLU, 
CHILD OF 
UTNAPISHTIM 


e 
% | 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 


) THERE'S AN 
OPENING! {| 


WE CAN 
GET TO 
THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
«X) WATERFALL 
ey THROUGH 


= ! 
P) THERE! 


Y \ 
Y x 


# 


= 


YW 
‘\" 


NN 


UMMA 


h 


. 
ited wit 


ARE you?! 
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NN NOW Aes 


\ 


Hit XE 


OH, MY STUBBY 
LITTLE LEGS! 


(ZG | a ATIN— M i 
Sexy | This is a work of fiction. Any simi 0 real NN 
he — people, organizations, or ce is purely coincidental. 
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INAPINCH 
TICAN TURN 
INTO A FISH 


WHY 
DON'T THEY 
CARE ABOUT 
THE DEER 
WE LEFT 


GRANPA SAID THAT 
WOLVES ARE WARY OF 
THINGS THAT HUMANS 
HAVE TOUCHED. 
THEY WILL ONLY EAT 
WHAT THEY HUNT FOR 
THEMSELVES. 


.| POMPOUS, iA 
I AIN'T THEY! i 


} 


HAVE TO FILE 


. THROUGH THAT 
Paty HOLE, WE ONLY 
| NECD To SHOOT 


ONE WOLF AT 
ATIME. 


THEN TEHIP, SUKRI, 
TIYES, AND USUM! 


MORE LIKE 
\ SITING =? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, ANOTHER ARROW 
INMEDIATELY 


DON'T GIVE 
THEM TIME TO 
JUMP US! 


th 


\f 


m\ / — ae r weal * 
‘aa 


Zz 


( ae : ge. Wa 
Ca 
Los Fc 


THIS WAY 
WE CAN 
KEEP THEM IN 
THERE FOR 
AWHILE. 


FZ Mal 
J TA 
TY 


JUST WHO... 

ARE YOU =<" EVEN WHEN 

USUMGALLU? ~& | YOUR LIFE’S IN 
ae 


(es We 


re 


jt hy, ye 


SEEMS THEY'RE 
‘SURROUNDING US, 


PICK UP OUR 
RAIL? 


7 BLOOD! 
TVE GOT BLOOD 
ALL OVER ME 


Sm 
‘ ~, 


\ 
VN] 
AND THEY'RE : A 
TRACKING US \ 
BY SCENT! 


so 


ak NOW WAAT? 

CANTSWIM! WeLONK FOR 

JD DROWN ARWER AND 
ATER ALL THIS 


SUMP IN? 


RUNNING! 


*TSSHHHH 
aie 
df, 


| 


a, 


/ 


K ) 
LPNS 2 
\SPLAAASH  ( ((U% 


ABOUT TO 
LOSE ONE, 
THOUGH. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, THE 
HOT SPRING 
RUNS CLEAR 

HERE. 


ICOME HERE 
ALL THE TIME 
WITH GRANPA 
AND GRANMA, 
WHEN IT GETS 
COLD OUT. 


ae 
CE FG i OO 


SO THIS 
\S WHAT 
a YOU 
Wf \\ MEANT. 


oa 
SPLISH puis 


WN 
ray. 
x D Jie 


T FIGURED WE 


THEY COULDN'T COULD AMBUSH 
SMELL US BECAUSE THEM FROM ALL SIDES, 
OF THE SULFUR, \F WE LURED 
COULDN'T FIND THEM OUT ON THAT 
US HIDING IN SANDBANK WITH THE 
THE MUD. SMELL OF BLOODY 
CLOTHES. 


‘SURE SHE'S 
NOT THE 


\\¥ 
(\t AVATAR OF A 


A GODDESS? Ap 


COULD ONLY PULL 
\T OFF THANKS 
TOMY REED 
FLUTE! 


GG 


WIN Gan 

( WHEN WE 

ya fF CAME FACE 
IN THE MIDDLE (On {Of TO FACE WITH 
OF ALL THAT WS THE WOLF PACK, 

ONLY USUM KEPT iad” \ WE PANICKED 
THEIR COOL... s r AD TRIED 70 

ET AWAY B 


ANY MEANS... 


TALKING | 
N\\ ABOUT? |: 


WERE IT 


JUST ME, PAN, 
AND FWAWA, 
WE'D BE 
THANKS TO THE WOLF FOOD 
GODS’ PROTECTION BY NOW. 
AND BECAUSE WE 
ALL JOINED FORCES, 


RIGHT? 


A GROWN-ASS 
ASS WO! WE 
MAE DOME HUNTED 


AND ' 
supviven WERE UST pe 
AN ATTACK AND THREE INGREDI 


») BY e la 
NY! 7 x 
aus OnE 1/7 


ind 


BE. 4! 
ey CAREFUL | \\. 
KON (WS, WHO YOU \\ 
: Syd TALKTO. \¥ 


j 
[SS \\ 
Wkly - 
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MY FIRST 
TIME IN A 
VILLAGE - 
WHERE 
PEOPLE. 
“ LIVE. 


~ MY FIRST 
TIME 


oA 
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Ghapter 4: Red Dolphins 


SO MANY 
NYMPHS...! 


i 


AINEW WORLD OPENS! 


SIE ABB 


FROM THE 
ROCKY HILLS, 
WITH SOIL 


\, BROUGHT IN. 


THE FIELDS 


GOT THEIR WATER \ 


FROM A WATERFALL, 
BUT AN EARTHQUAKE 
CHANGED THE COURSE 
OF THE RIVER 
THAT FED IT. 


WANT ARE 


3} THESE ROCK 


WALLS ON 
THE SLOPE? 


used To |, 
BE THAT WAS 
ENOUGH FOR } <* 


DO You 
LIVE UP ON 
THESE 
CLIFFS...? 


fl (Fe 


YOUNG LORD! 
WHERE DID 
YOU GO?! THE 
VILLAGE HAS BEEN 
IN AN UPROAR 
‘SINCE THIS 
NORNING! 


a 


MEY! 


df 


ir 


Z 


ZZ 


ou NG J CHILDREN? 
ARE SHEEP ; Aas As SO MANY.. 
= 


XY 2 


h aN ® UouNTEN? 
; <a a \ Ng : 
oe See LG 
Ch 


: vy } . Ms NY fas 
UD THE ERI 0's le oN) 
HE'S YOUNG LORD \y Did You 2 i AND AT LEAST 
ASLY pick you uP 4 COME W\ dead A COUPLE OF 
nyt? |, ONEL SOMEWHERE? // FROM? ANTTHNG? ASS » <i 


Vhere daiae Gy Mies Ln tH Sy 


KIRTA AND 
THE ROYAL 
GUARD, 
FELLED 


S14 ; 
Au WW VOTH) \ 
AY . a M ZN 
N\ 


CARRIED AWAY 
REAL QUICK. 


THEY HAD US 
SURROUNDED IN THE 
WOODS! BUT IN THE 

FINAL ASSAULT, WE LURED 
THEM INTO A TRAP AND 
TURNED THE TABLES! A 

BATTLE OF WITS BETWEEN 

HUNTER AND HUNTED, 
WITH OUR LIVES ON 
THE LINE! 


SAFE RETURN 
MOST OF ALL, 
PRINCE. 


THESE OLD 
GUYS? 


TEHP, YOU'VE 

THEM DOWN, INHERITED MY 

DID You SLOW-FOOTED- 
Nor? NESS. 


YOU FOR 
GREETING 
US. 


YOU DARE 
SAY IT'S 
ANOTHER 


YOU ARE 
SUPPOSED TO 
DISSUADE HIM 

FROM SUCH 
FOOLISHNESS... 


NY) SOMETHING 

=~} WAD HAPPENED 

+ Wag <2) (1) TO THE YOUNG 
oA) f LORD? 


VAI 
WY 


THEY JUST —) 
WENT ALONG S 

WITH WHAT I SAND, Wy) 
T BEAR THE (2 


DOES NOT 
BEAR THE 


EXIST TO 
BEAR THE 
BLAME. 


THE 
WORDS AND 
DEEDS OF THE 
ZS PRINCE CARRY 
HAPS) — SIGNIFICANT 
VAG ay WEIGHT. 


WTR 


A RARE 
AND PRECIOUS f 
EXPERIENCE FOR = & 
THE CHILDREN! 
he 


TIME IMMEMORIAL,, 
THE HUNT HAS GONE aN WHAT LORD QANZES, 
wwe AG? SPLENDID THE MOUNTAIN 
EXERCISES. A SPOILS! OF GAME SUKRI 
; SPOKE OF CANNOT 
BE DENIED. 


sails 
aS 


WE DIDN'T 
DO IT ALONE. 
WE HAVE USUM’S 
CLEVERNESS 

TO THANK. 


OF PAN'S. 
SOME KIND OF ) 
SPIRIT? 


’ Ui le 
Ni) Tue RESTING Pe Ue, 
‘ PLACE OF ( (OF 
Tay.) THE ARK OF : 
LEGEND... [Wf 


my 


WS 
TSHOULD — Ph 
MOVE: TO. SSSQ\ LET MY MOTHER 7 
DISTRIBUTE 
THE MERT £7, ALRIGHT. 
AMONG THE Ly 
YpmzX 


CHILDREN, 

THE ELDERLY, h oN = 

MEN, WOMEN... J \ THESE STONE 
HUMANS..£ WN BUILDINGS..£ 


fe 


THE CASTLE | 
HAS BEEN IN 
CHAOS SINCE 
THIS MORNING, | Be 
Stowe PRINCE 
| FROM ANY : 
|\ DANGEROUS 


| BEHAVIOR. 


‘SORRY, BUT | 
TD LIKE TO 
STOP BY HERE cy 


FIRST. 


WELCOME 
HOME, KIRTA. 


KIRTA'S. 
MOM’S REAL 
PRETTY. 


T CANNOT ‘i 
*{ EAT THE MEAT OF 


-\ BEASTS, BUT..YES, 


A BROTH... 


7 ALARGE HAUL! 
EVERYONE WILL 
BE ABLE TO EAT 
THEIR FILL FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN 
AWHILE, AND // 
EVEN YOU... 


URE 
T'M FINE! TES, 
NO ONE GOT , FACED DOWN TEMP, SUKRL 
YOu..? THE WOLVES THEY WERE 
\' WITHOUT ALL VERY 
FALTERING... u BRAVE. 


YOU 
HAVE BEEN 
BLESSED 
WITH FINE 
RETAINERS. 


AND THIS 
MUST BE THE 
GOD OF SHEPHERDS, 
FREQUENT VILLAGE 
ROLLICKER, AND... 


li) 


THIS IS A 
DOLPHIN. 


Hf THAT'S DN 
!\ octopus. 


BUT I CAME 
TO LIKE THEM, NEVER SEEN ARTISAN 
BASED ON WHAT oi) | ANY OF THEM PAINTED 


TVEHEARD FROM = 
TRADERS AND RBS 


WITH MY OWN THEM. 


TRIELERS, (Fs 
A ( 
DOLPHINS THESE MIMIC 

ARE SUPPOSED To BE {DRAWINGS T'VE 

A VIBRANT BLUE...BUT 4 HEARD ABOUT, 
WE COULDN'T GET SUCH AQ FOUND IN A PALACE 
EXPENSIVE PIGMENTS, E ON AN ISLAND TO 
SO T ENDED UP HAVING THE WEST CALLED 

THEM PAINTED RED. 


AS LONG MINOANS, PEOPLE FROM 
AS THERE'S SEA, ACHAEANS, ALL CORNERS OF 
YOU COULD SAIL QO ay PHOENICIANS... THE EARTH TRAVEL 
TOTWEEDGEOF Lh. ~ THE OCEAN ON 
THE WORLD IF YOU GREAT SHIPS. 
WANTED TO. Pex 


THAT'S 


INCREDIBLE! | Ay 
I WANT TO / 
SEE {T TOO! THE EDGE 


OF THE 


Ys é 
BS : 4 
IF YOURE THAT 
— INTERESTED, I'VE FY 
bye a corsoveune 9 
a ‘SHOW 


T USED TO COLLECT THEM 
AS CURIOS WHEN T WAS 
YOUNGER... HAVEN'T BEEN 
ABLE TO BRING MYSELF TO 
THROW THEM AWAY. 


DON'T TELL 


CAST-OFF HUSKS 


HEYD HE BO OF SEA CREATURES, 
OF ME FOR THIS WASHED UP ON 
KID STUFF. THE BEACH. 


T'VE 
NEVER SEEN / 
ANYTHING 
LIKE IT... ff! 


AF 


BEAUTIFUL 
SHAPES! 


ye 


FRAGMENTS ¥ 
OF THE SEA. 


{ OR MAYBE 
THAT'S NOT (Bye 
ENOUGH...? 


(T PAYMENT 
FOR THE 


CROSSBOWS. 


THIS ONE 
HAS SO MANY 
THORNS. THIS 
ONE IS LIKE A 


THESE ARE 
SEASHELIS.... /- 


TAKE THEM, 
\F YOU LIKE 
THEM THAT 


T'M HAPPY 

JUST SEEING 
YOUR EYES 
LIGHT UP 
LIKE THAT. 


(T WON'T 
\ START WITHOUT 
PRINCE KIRTA! 


CONTINUES NEXT ISSUE 


BRING 
SOME CHEESE, 
AND MAKE SURE TO 
SHARE {T WITH 
EVERYONE. 


TM SURE 
THEY'LL 
LOVE IT. 


The heart 
flutters — 
Usums 
first time in 
the human 


-préduced by), 


sor asia <gaxe 


\) SAME + BKK: FFE ROBE: AER BRR 


| T'M GLAD 


worry (/ 
THEY'RE |(\ THEY'RE 


PUTTING NX @\ MAKING 
THEM = TENDS, 
SELVES IN \ = 


DANGER... 


THAT'S 


IF YOU C\(} want tT MEANS 
DON'T FALL, {To BE A CHD, 
YOU CAN'T PICK \S\\ AS THEIR HORIZONS 
YOURSELF |) \ BROADEN, So Do 


BACK UP. THE DANGERS. 


THAT CHILD 
ENJOYS DIVINE 
PROTECTION. 


¥ \ 
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THIS 
CROSSBOW 
SMASHED 
THROUGH 
A BOAR'S 

SKULL! 


Y 


“*BLUBUBUB=<@ 


T'VE NEVER 
SEEN WORK AS 
FINE AS THIS. 


i 2 ctl zi i at es ; 


Lo = 
i7/ an LUKE SOMEONE 


sTHsHoW (AI aN ) \\FR PLUCKED PEOPLE 
THE Gods MADE {\\\\\XC) Ss Nes AND CREATURES 


THE WORLD...? \ tall mK AS 4 OF LEGEND 
KN . || RIGHT OUT OF 


THEIR HEAD. 


ITS ANHONOR || 
TO BE COMPARED 
TO THE GODS. 


ARENT YOU THE 
ONE WHO MADE THOSE 
FANTASTIC IMPLEMENTS, 
AND HUNTED THE WOLF 
PACK ALONGSIDE THE 
YOUNG LORD? 


SUKRI 
AND 
THAT PAN 
FELLOW 
CAME BY 
TO BOAST 


PLEASE 
DON'T PASS 
THAT ALONG 
TO QANZES 


GOOD FOR 
PRACTICE. 


TOOL FOR 
KILLING THE 


APPOINTED 
HOUR DRAWS 
EARNEST 
EFFORT, 


&. : A __\ \ Ss , 
(ee 
od yr Ty 


f *cLop 


a f 
ve! IN 


IT CAN CROSS 
THE BATTLEFIELD 
AS THE RIDERS LET PULLED BY 
LOOSE ON THE ENEMY 
WITH ARROWS AND _/ 


DONKEY. 


THE 


THEY HURRIAN 
SUPPORT US PEOPLE 
IN OUR DAILY HAVE LIVED 
LIVES. ALONGSIDE 
HORSES SINCE 
ANCIENT 


TIMES. 


THEY FIGHT 
WITH US ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


THE Oh geez~ 
HORSES ARE TOP OF THAT, WE CAN 
TOO BG WE NEED SEVERAL BARELY 


wecayt HANDS JUST TO 


USE THEW, TURNAROUND. 7%) SET SONG 


BEFORE 
t) WE REACH 
THE END. 


TRAINING 
1S POINT? (> 


TEST YOUR SKILL 
WITH YOUR 
NEWLY-WROUGHT 
‘SWORD. 


A gi 
IY ws 
TO DRIVE HORSES it TRADITION. 
|S UNHEARD OF. Vy, 


aN 
HURRIAN ( WZ 
ROYALTY UNABLE 7 
\ 


Oy 


, BY THE PRESSURE 


ON YOUR SHIELD! 


WORRY NOT, 
THE BLADE |S 
BLUNTED. 


EVEN 
YOUR SHIELD 
Is 


NI 


\N FRONT OF 
HIS PEOPLE. 


f YOUNG LORD 
NO LONGER 
WHINES. HE 
HAS SHOWN, 
HIMSELF So 


AND WHEN 
HE DOES, 


oy eG N\A WHEN HE 
THESE OLD c j Lal On COMES OF AGE, 
BONES WILL eB 


Z / 7) 4 HE MIGHT YET 
VOLUNTEER , ta i ns LEAD OUR 
TO BE HIS 


: as : JA SCNTTERED 
HERALD. \ : ; : PEOPLE TO 
RETAKE THE 

CAPITAL. 


LAY OFF! LIKE You'D iS SO YOU CAN 

BE ABLE TO iT THE =P aye ® Saris! BEAR ARS 
ENEMY EVEN WT ]\ J > SSS) LIKE IN THE 
YOUR GOOD EYE. S . OSS) i OLD DAYS, 


WELL, AT LEAST WE 
CAN BOTH TAKE SOME 
ARROWS FOR THE YOUNG 
LORD. THAT WOULDN'T 
BE SO BAD. 


SSO YSZ ws ann 
Se, re T BUT ROCK 
SS (LES you ever so 
7S GENTLY. 


My 


< 
na EON : BY 


YOU STOOD Scan 
FAST TO UKE THAT 
THE END, 


KIRTA. 


I THINK 
YOU WERE 
INCREDIBLE. 


r THE ARMOR 
T CAN'T LET AND DIRT 
MOTHER SEE AT LEAST... 
THEN, IT COVER NY 
WOULD NOT BRUISES... 
BE GOOD 
FOR HER 
HEALTH. 


O77 


PA it 
1 dla HE REALLY 
j CAN MAKE 
Yj ANIMALS 
NZ DANCE To 
WIS TUNE. 


I SEE! 
THEN T'LL 
BRING THE 

LAMBS NEXT 

TIME. 


OVERDID IT, 
DIDN'T HE. 


r) CAN YOU TWO |, 
HELP ME? 


YOU TRY 

SO HARD, 
DONT ff 
YOU... 


T SHOULDN'T 
DISPARAGE 
HIS EFFORTS 
TO SHOULDER 
EVERYONE'S 
HOPES AND 
DREAMS, 


T DON'T WANT 
THE ADULTS’ ANGER 
AND THE ELDERLIES’ 
HOPELESSNESS... 


TO COLOR 
OUR CHILDREN’S 
FUTURE. 


You'RE 
AWFULLY 
THOROUGH 
TODAY, IS 
SOMETHING 


LOT OF FUN. 

\T SURPRISED 

ME HOW MANY 
PEOPLE THERE 

ARE, AND SO 
MANY THINGS T 
HAVEN'T SEEN 


YES, A 
LONG TIME 


2 


a 


~ | THOUSANDS at 


AND UTTERLY 
TERRIFYING 


| THEY CLASHED, 
FIGHTING FOR 
THEIR LIVES. 


‘e ’ j ‘ DEFEATED 
A SPECTACLE : ~~ 3 4 WERE ALL 

NS AS ABOMINABLE AS J ‘ eam THE DEAD STOLEN 
“hort (TIS REPULSWE. [PS : Lee c GA DIscaRDED, 


this world 
bares its 


angs.!! SS g G4 TANT |S WHAT 
N : _{ HUMANITY HAS 

\ BROUGHT INTO 
THIS WORLD. 


BROUGHT INTO 
THIS WORLD. 


A SPECTACLE 
AS ABOMINABLE AS 
IT IS REPULSIVE. 


\F YOUR 


AND AS FELLOW MAN 
MEN GATHER, 1S WEAK, YOU BUT 
\T GROWS OUT TRAMPLE THEM WHY DID 
OF CONTROL. UNDERFOOT. THEY..2 


\F THEY 
ARE STRONG, 
YOU LOOK 
UPON THEM 
WITH ENVY. 


SUCH IS 
THE EVIL 
IN MEN'S 
HEARTS. 


BUT DISTANT PEOPLE HARBOR 


STRANGERS ARE STRONG FEELINGS 
SEEN AS SOMETHING FOR FAMILIAR FACES, 
ELSE ENTIRELY. AND THIS CONNECTS 


THEM, 


THE PEOPLE 
OF TAS! VILLAGE ARE 
DESCENDED FROM REFUGEES 


FLEEING SUCH BATTLES, 
WHO EVENTUALLY WANDERED SHOULD WE 
INTO THE VALLEY, DESCEND THIS 
MOUNTAIN, WE 
WOULD LIKELY FIND 
THE LAND STILL 
THEY MUST ENGULFED IN 
CARRY DEEP CONFLICT. 
REGRET AND ; 


RESENTMENT. 


LENDING YOUR 
STRENGTH TO 
YOUR FRIENDS 
1S A GOOD 
THING. 


NO MORE 
OF THIS 
HORRIBLE 


CARRIED 
AWAY. 


DON'T 


--BUT 
GET PULLED IN, TAS! VILLAGE 
LEST YOU BE BEARS THE 
MADE TO CARRY YOKE OF ITS 
A NEEDLESSLY OWN FATE. 
HEAVY BURDEN. 


aS ji 
MORNING, a), y a 


WHATCHA DOIN’, 
USUM? 


WITH KIRTA AND MAKING 


EVERYONE ELSE GOING MORE OINTMENT. 
FROM HUNTING TO 
MILITARY DRILLS, THERE USED IT ALL UP 
1S NO END TO THE YESTERDAY, 
BRUISES AND SCRAPES. ; 
T THOUGHT T COULD DIDN'T I? 
AT LEAST OFFER 


SOME MEDICINE... 


T'M SURE 


IT’S GOOD Fo \T KEEPS AND 
OUD FoR jj DRIED MEAT | SALTPETER. 


FROM GOING A 
Gri 
SALTY N 
PETER? 


i 


(SE aaa: 


MEDICINAL 
HERBS FOR 


s, 
5 ga 


Wy ra y 
1 ee? ii 
wy \i ze 


WHAT?! WHAT?! 
WHAT WAS. 


somethin 
coming, ou 

of he 
fireplace. 


NOT MUCH 
‘OF A MEDICINE, | « 
x BUT I BET IT’S 
GREAT FOR... 


A 


VO. 


G 


od 


AD) i 
°C | somETHING 


THEARD 
‘SOME- 


A RINGING 
SOUND...? 


THE MORE 
CHILLS RUN 


DOWN MY = 


THE DEEPER 
WE GO... 


. Mall 


\ 


IT LOOKS K 
LIKE A FEROCIOUS 
MIX OF LION AND 
SCORPION... 


TIMES MORE 
DANGEROUS 


THAN A BEAR! 


THAT ARROW 
CAN PUNCH 


" HURRY! A 
A ili 


I'M 
GONNA PASS 


AN INTENSE 
BLOODLUST../ 


, D\ AY ON WZ ijn i 


I CAN'T STOP 
SHAKING! 


IT'S 
NOTHING LIKE 
: aor AN ORDINARY 
: ANIMAL. 


T NEED 
wea ie TO CALM DOWN... 
f MY BODY MAY BE 


IT'S PROBABLY 


GOING TO OPEN USELESS, BUT AN 


ARROW THROUGH 


Leh jes 

=U 
Ss 
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